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Welcome	  to	  the	  course	  on	  Sustainable	  Water	  Resource	  management.	  This	  is	  one	  of	  our	  core	  courses	  
in	  the	  water	  concentration	  in	  the	  annual	  program	  Global	  Sustainability.	  My	  name	  is	  Kebreab	  
Ghebremichael.	  I'm	  faculty	  here	  at	  the	  college.	  I'm	  also	  the	  Director	  of	  the	  Office	  of	  Sustainability.	  
The	  office	  does	  all	  green	  and	  sustainable	  practice	  initiatives	  here	  on	  campus.	  I	  have	  a	  PhD	  in	  Water	  
Resource	  Engineering	  from	  the	  Royal	  Institute	  of	  Technology	  in	  Sweden.	  I	  have	  also	  a	  Master's	  
degree	  in	  Water	  Engineering	  from	  the	  University	  of	  New	  South	  Wales	  in	  Australia.	  	  
	  
In	  this	  course,	  we'll	  talk	  about	  the	  water	  supply,	  the	  waste	  water,	  and	  the	  urban	  drainage	  in	  a	  
holistic	  manner	  so	  that	  we	  address	  the	  synergies	  that	  exist	  between	  them,	  but	  also	  the	  negative	  
interactions.	  And	  we	  will	  see	  how	  institutions	  should	  work	  together	  so	  that	  the	  whole	  water	  cycle	  in	  
an	  urban	  context	  is	  managed	  in	  a	  better	  way.	  We'll	  have	  several	  case	  studies	  that	  will	  really	  explain	  
the	  theoretical	  backgrounds	  that	  we'll	  consider	  in	  this	  course,	  and	  give	  you	  how	  these	  concepts	  are	  
applied	  in	  practice	  and	  also,	  because	  the	  Water	  Resource	  Management	  courses	  quite	  statically	  
related	  to	  our	  day-‐to-‐day	  life.	  And	  case	  studies	  will	  give	  how	  this	  is	  being	  implemented,	  how	  this	  
affects	  the	  daily	  life,	  and	  also	  how	  people	  are	  really	  relating	  their	  activities	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  there	  
is	  sustainable	  water	  resource	  management	  all	  over.	  	  
	  
Water	  Resource	  Management	  is	  a	  complex	  task,	  and	  it	  cannot	  be	  addressed	  only	  by	  an	  engineer	  or	  
an	  economist.	  So	  we	  have	  to	  really	  have	  an	  interdisciplinary	  look	  at	  it.	  And	  the	  group	  projects	  will	  be	  
a	  typical	  example	  of	  that,	  where	  you	  will	  develop	  strategies	  for	  water	  resource	  management,	  but	  
you	  will	  have	  to	  look	  at	  it	  from	  different	  perspectives.	  So	  you,	  our	  students,	  come	  from	  different	  
backgrounds	  and	  you'll	  have	  different	  perspectives	  on	  how	  to	  manage	  water	  resources.	  So	  these	  
group	  projects	  will	  give	  you	  an	  opportunity	  to	  look	  at	  water	  resource	  management	  from	  different	  
angles.	  And	  I'm	  sure	  this	  will	  be	  very	  exciting,	  because	  you	  will	  bring	  in	  your	  experience	  into	  it,	  and	  
you'll	  have	  a	  different	  perspective	  and	  look	  into	  the	  problem	  of	  water	  resource	  management.	  	  
	  
So	  I'm	  quite	  confident	  that	  you	  will	  enjoy	  this	  course,	  and	  you	  will	  benefit	  a	  lot-‐-‐	  that	  will	  be	  helpful	  
in	  advancing	  your	  career.	  I	  wish	  you	  all	  the	  best,	  and	  thank	  you.	  


