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Hi.	
  My	
  name	
  is	
  George	
  Philippidis.	
  I'm	
  an	
  associate	
  professor	
  here	
  at	
  the	
  Patel	
  College	
  of	
  Global	
  
Sustainability,	
  where	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  very	
  interesting	
  program	
  in	
  sustainable	
  energy	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  
master's	
  in	
  Global	
  Sustainability.	
  Personally,	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  background	
  in	
  both	
  technology	
  and	
  business.	
  I	
  
have	
  a	
  Ph.D.	
  in	
  chemical	
  engineering,	
  but	
  also	
  a	
  master's	
  in	
  business	
  administration.	
  So	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  
great	
  opportunity	
  to	
  combine	
  those	
  two	
  together.	
  And	
  that's	
  what	
  I	
  have	
  done	
  throughout	
  my	
  
career.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  started	
  back	
  at	
  the	
  National	
  Renewable	
  Energy	
  Lab	
  where	
  I	
  had	
  the	
  chance	
  to	
  expose	
  myself	
  to	
  
different	
  forms	
  of	
  renewable	
  energy.	
  Then	
  I	
  moved	
  to	
  the	
  private	
  sector	
  where	
  I	
  put	
  those	
  ideas	
  
into	
  practice.	
  And	
  finally,	
  I	
  moved	
  to	
  Florida,	
  where	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  great	
  opportunity	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  other	
  
researchers	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  make	
  renewable	
  fuels	
  and	
  renewal	
  energy	
  a	
  top	
  priority	
  in	
  our	
  state.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  sustainable	
  energy	
  concentration	
  of	
  the	
  master's	
  program	
  consists	
  of	
  two	
  courses.	
  The	
  first	
  one	
  
focuses	
  on	
  renewable	
  transportation	
  fuels.	
  These	
  are	
  fuels	
  for	
  our	
  transportation	
  sector,	
  which	
  
means	
  vehicles,	
  airplanes,	
  boats.	
  In	
  that	
  course,	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  study	
  the	
  technologies	
  of	
  production	
  
of	
  renewable	
  fuels.	
  We're	
  going	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  economics	
  and	
  finance,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  sustainability,	
  
environmental,	
  and	
  regulatory	
  issues.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  other	
  course	
  is	
  Renewable	
  Power	
  Portfolio,	
  where	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  study	
  different	
  forms	
  of	
  
renewable	
  power,	
  such	
  as	
  solar,	
  wind,	
  biomass,	
  biogas,	
  ocean	
  energy,	
  and	
  other	
  forms.	
  In	
  that	
  
course,	
  we're	
  going	
  to	
  study	
  how	
  we	
  produce	
  those	
  forms	
  of	
  energy,	
  how	
  we	
  finance	
  projects	
  for	
  
their	
  production.	
  We	
  will	
  analyze	
  their	
  economics,	
  and	
  we	
  will	
  study	
  again	
  regulatory	
  policy	
  and	
  
sustainability	
  issues.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  like	
  an	
  interactive	
  style	
  of	
  teaching.	
  So	
  in	
  addition,	
  to	
  assigned	
  readings	
  from	
  the	
  textbook,	
  we	
  will	
  
have	
  interesting	
  articles	
  to	
  study,	
  and	
  then	
  discussion	
  boards	
  online	
  where	
  I	
  would	
  be	
  asking	
  you	
  
questions	
  based	
  on	
  this	
  material.	
  And	
  I	
  would	
  expect	
  you	
  to	
  be	
  engaged	
  in	
  an	
  interesting	
  and	
  
stimulating	
  discussion.	
  	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  course,	
  I	
  want	
  my	
  students	
  to	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  strong	
  sustainability	
  practitioners	
  
in	
  both	
  the	
  public	
  and	
  the	
  private	
  sector,	
  where	
  you're	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  advocate	
  the	
  production,	
  
use,	
  distribution,	
  and	
  policy-­‐making	
  around	
  renewable	
  energy.	
  And	
  also	
  advocate	
  those	
  issues	
  
within	
  your	
  organization	
  and	
  also	
  outside	
  to	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  world.	
  	
  
	
  
Energy	
  is	
  the	
  lifeline	
  of	
  the	
  economy.	
  So	
  producing	
  sustainably	
  will	
  provide	
  great	
  career	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  all	
  of	
  you.	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  questions	
  about	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  courses,	
  do	
  not	
  hesitate	
  to	
  
look	
  up	
  our	
  website	
  or	
  contact	
  me	
  in	
  person.	
  I	
  hope	
  to	
  see	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  in	
  class.	
  


