
INTRODUCTION	  TO	  ARCHITECTURE	  
Instructor,	  Robert	  Hudson	  
	  
In	  Italy	  there	  is	  a	  term,	  the	  cognoscenti,	  those	  in	  the	  know.	  My	  name	  is	  Robert	  Hudson,	  and	  I	  am	  
going	  to	  take	  you	  on	  a	  journey	  through	  time,	  through	  past	  civilizations,	  through	  the	  present,	  and	  
into	  the	  future.	  I've	  been	  teaching	  architecture	  since	  1978	  in	  California	  and	  in	  Florida.	  I've	  been	  at	  
University	  of	  South	  Florida	  since	  1999	  teaching	  this	  class.	  	  
	  
So	  far,	  over	  5,000	  students	  have	  taken	  this	  class	  and	  become	  members	  of	  the	  cognoscenti.	  Unlike	  a	  
history	  of	  architecture	  class	  where	  everything	  is	  in	  order,	  we're	  going	  to	  be	  random	  in	  this	  class.	  
We're	  going	  to	  look	  at	  ancient	  societies,	  modern	  society.	  We're	  going	  to	  look	  at	  future	  architecture	  
and	  tie	  them	  all	  together	  to	  learn	  about	  how	  function,	  how	  firmness,	  and	  how	  beauty	  affect	  us	  in	  
architecture	  today.	  	  
	  
Over	  the	  course	  of	  the	  semester,	  you'll	  be	  looking	  at	  slides	  showing	  how	  buildings	  stand	  up,	  how	  
buildings	  operate,	  how	  buildings	  respond	  to	  the	  environment,	  what	  makes	  them	  pleasing	  to	  look	  at.	  
Through	  a	  series	  of	  assignments,	  you'll	  actually	  get	  out	  into	  the	  world	  and	  experience	  these	  things	  in	  
real	  life.	  	  
	  
As	  an	  online	  class,	  we	  don't	  meet	  as	  a	  whole,	  but	  we	  do	  have	  a	  discussion	  board	  where	  you	  can	  put	  
in	  your	  ideas	  and	  your	  discoveries.	  If	  you	  have	  any	  problems,	  if	  you	  have	  any	  questions,	  if	  you	  just	  
want	  to	  talk	  about	  architecture,	  give	  me	  a	  holler.	  My	  email	  is	  in	  the	  syllabus.	  My	  phone	  number	  is	  in	  
the	  syllabus.	  And	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  a	  great	  semester.	  


